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Alumni News
Connecting Alumni, School and Community

Alumni Scholarship Award Winners Announced
One of the main goals of the Clover Schools Alumni Association is to provide scholarship funds to Clover High School
seniors pursuing their dreams beyond high school. Those dreams may come through a four-year or two-college/
university, or they may also be fulfilled by a technical certification. Scholarship funding this year was made possible
through the generous donations of our current alumni. Funds are awarded to Clover High School students who
demonstrate promise in the areas of academic achievement, involvement in school and non-school activities, and in
leadership opportunities. This year, the Clover Schools Alumni Association was proud to be able to provide four
scholarships in the amount of $4,500.00 to the Clover High School students below.

Alina Kathryn Tomko
Alina is in the top ten percent of her class. She has served as Wing
Commander and Flight Commander in the Air Force Junior Reserve
Officer Training Corps (AFJROTC) and was awarded the First in Flight
Award in the Citadel Leadership Course. She has participated in the
Clover AFJROTC Marksmanship Team and Academic Quiz Team. She
is a member of the Kitty Hawk Air Society, the National Honor
Society, and the Spanish National Honor Society. She has
volunteered her time to organizations such as the All Saint’s Catholic
Church, Habitat for Humanity, and Bethel Elementary Literacy Night.
In the fall, she will attend the University of South Carolina, Aiken to
pursue a degree in Engineering.

Margaret Anne Stepko
Meg has a passion for helping others. She is active in the Health
Occupations Students of America (HOSA) serving as the current president
at Clover High School. When COVID-19 caused the closing of schools
during the 2020 school year, Meg and her mother started the Adopt A
Senior project by which seniors could be recognized and appreciated in
spite of the limitations imposed by the pandemic. This recognition
program quickly became popular and extended into the 2021 school year.
Meg enjoys painting and horseback riding in her spare time. Meg will
begin her studies at York Technical College in the fall with plans to transfer
to Catawba College to pursue her degree in nursing.
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Thomas Andrew Jackson
Drew has been active in missions at his church. He has been part of
Discoveries Athletics and the Clover Athletics Department
participating on the 9th grade and JV soccer teams as well as being a
member of a travel team. He has received varsity letters since his
sophomore year. In addition to these activities, Drew enjoys being
part of the York County Anglers, Young Life, and the Future Farmers
of America. In the fall, Drew will attend Florence Darlington Technical
College where he will earn an Associates Degree in Applied
Sciences. While at Florence Darlington Tech, Drew will study diesel
mechanics in the Caterpillar “Think Big” program.

Andrew Coy Leatherwood
Andrew is an active member of the Clover High School Future Farmers of
America achieving Silver Membership and the Greenhand Degree. He has
participated in FFA projects such as the FFA Pig Project where he won first
place in marketing and third place in showmanship. Andrew also
participated in the FFA Forestry Career Development Event where he was
recognized as the 5th place state winner. Upon graduation, Andrew plans
to attend the Electrical Line Worker Academy at Cleveland Community
College. Through this program, he will obtain a Line Worker Certificate that
will allow him to work as a lineman.

Scholarship Recipient Updates
2019 Scholarship Recipient
Catherine Faulkner

2020 Scholarship Recipient
Cody Cook

2020 Scholarship Recipient
Samuel Gossett

Catherine began Fall 2019 at USC
and transferred to Gardner-Webb
for Spring 2020. She continues to
pursue a degree in nursing and
eventually hopes to become a
certified flight nurse. Catherine
currently holds a 4.0 GPA. She
works part-time at Piedmont
Medical Center as an ED Tech in
addition to working part-time as
an EMT for the Chester County
Emergency Management.

C o d y c o n t i n u e s to s t u d y a t
Winthrop University where he has
maintained a 4.0 GPA. Cody has
received the Silverman History
Scholarship and has been inducted
into the National History Society,
Phi Alpha Theta. Cody is
considering a second major in
French as he plans to study abroad
in the future. Ultimately, Cody
plans to extend his studies to
pursue a degree in law.

Sam loves being part of the
Honors College at Clemson
University and has been on
the Dean’s list both semesters.
He continues to pursue a
degree in engineering and has
recently chosen Mechanical
Engineering as his career path.
Sam has enjoyed intramural
sports, pick-up basketball
games, and is a member of the
Clemson Rowing Team.
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Old Time Graduation/New Time
Celebration
In spite of the difficulties faced during the continuation of
the pandemic, Clover High School made sure that a
wonderful graduation ceremony honoring all graduates
would take place. Once again, family friends, local
businesses, the Clover School District, Clover High School
and the entire community worked together to make each
senior feel honored during this time. The “Adopt a Senior”
campaign on Facebook continued, and senior signs could
be seen throughout the community. And, on June 10th
2021, the senior class of Clover High School experienced
graduation in an old time tradition . . . at Clover Memorial
Stadium! As families and friends watched in person and
through live streaming, the class of 2021 marched across a
beautiful stage to receive the coveted diploma.
This year marked the 99th commencement exercise for
Clover High School as 484 seniors crossed the stage
bringing the total year’s graduates to 587 in the class of
2021. This is unmistakably the largest class in the history of
Clover High.
Within the class, 26 students elected to join various
branches of the military. In addition, the Career and
Technical Education (CTE) programs at Clover High
graduated 155 CTE program completers this year. This is
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impressive since graduating students who are college and career
ready is a big part of the profile of a graduate in South Carolina.
And, as usual, Clover High School is leading the way. In addition
to the large number of students, Clover High School seniors
received an impressive $16.8 million in scholarship funds. The
Clover Schools Alumni Association is proud to be part of that
figure.
The Clover Schools Alumni Association would like to congratulate
the graduating class of 2021!

2021 Graduates
Join the Clover Schools Alumni
Association Today!
The Clover Schools Alumni Association is proud of the class of 2021. We wish to
extend our congratulations and encourage our graduates to become part of the Alumni
Association. Since our organization opened in February 2018, more than 1,000 alumni
have singed into the database. Joining the association is easy and free. Paper data
forms may be picked up at the Clover School District Office or downloaded from our
website at clover.k12.sc.us/alumni (under the alumni database registration tab), by
calling the alumni office at 803-810-8027, or by submitting information online at the web
address above. In addition, the QR code may be scanned using a cell phone to join the
organization. We hope our recent graduates will join our efforts as we work together to connect alumni,
school, and community! Please help us spread the word!
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Celebrating Our Athletic Hall of Fame
The Clover School District Athletic Hall of Fame was formed in order to honor those who, by
outstanding achievement or service, have made lasting contributions to the cause of sports in
the Clover School District. In our newsletter, we’ve highlighted many individuals who have been
honored as Hall of Fame inductees. This month, we honor our last member inducted into the
2017 Hall of Fame.
Allen Boyd graduated from Clover High School in 1949 and was
truly a Blue Eagle for life. Boyd served as team manager in 1945,
then moved on to quarterback the Blue Eagles throughout his
high school career. Boyd’s most lasting infl uence on Blue Eagle
athletics was in the role of public address announcer for over six
decades. As the voice of Clover Blue Eagle football, Boyd’s
attention to detail and preparation, his love for the Blue Eagles,
and his crisp, clean delivery made him one of the very best and
defi nitely one of a kind. Boyd’s knowledge of the game and the
team and his unique style helped fans stay connected on a
personal basis through the games he called at Memorial Stadium.

Alumni Scholarship Fund Raffle
In order to continue providing scholarships and to increase the number of scholarships available for
students, the alumni association is selling raffle tickets for reserved seating and parking during the
2021-2022 football season. There will be two winners. Each winner will receive 2 reserved seats and 1
reserved parking pass. Raffle tickets are $15.00 and can be purchased by emailing the alumni association
at alumni@clover.k12.sc.us with your name and email address or by contacting the following board
members: Jackie Abernathy, Frankie Bennett, Pam Cato, Kenda Cook, Millicent Dickey, Nancy Faulkner,
Teresa Glass, John Gordon, Kaitlyn Hodges, Greg Holmes, Melissa Jackson, Ken Love, Margaret Rhyne,
Russell Smith, and Dianne Watson. All proceeds from the raffle go to the Clover Schools Alumni
Scholarship Fund. The winner will be drawn on August 9. Please support our Clover High School students
by participating in the raffle.

Class News & Information
If your class is planning a reunion, if a special group of alumni
meets from time to time, or if your class would like to share
pictures and/or information, let us help you publicize your
alumni event by contacting the alumni office at 803-810-8027
or by emailing us at alumni@clover.k12.sc.us.

Vol. 9

5

June 24, 2021

Alumni Spotlight
Betty Riddle
Alumna, Superintendent, Friend
Betty Riddle, a 1959 graduate of Clover High School, left the
halls of Clover High School to become a distinguished educator,
an advocate for students, and a community friend to all. During
her time at Clover High, Miss Riddle enjoyed playing basketball,
serving as co-captain of the team and lettering all four years. In
addition to her love of basketball, Miss Riddle was also part of
the Clover High School marching band. She was a member of
clubs such as the Bi-Sci-Chem club, the Latin, French, and
Spanish clubs and the Library club. Miss Riddle was a superior
student honored by the National Honor Society and serving as a
Junior Marshal. During her senior year, Miss Riddle served as the senior class vice
president and was recognized as Miss Hi Miss.
Upon graduation from Clover High, Miss Riddle attended Winthrop College where she
earned her Bachelor of Science degree in 1963 and her Master of Arts in Teaching in
1966. Miss Riddle began her career with Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools as a physical
education teacher in 1963 and was later principal of a number of Charlotte Mecklenburg
Schools. She retired in 1997 after holding a number of positions in the Charlotte
Mecklenburg School’s Superintendent’s office. In 1999, Winthrop University awarded
Miss Riddle its Award of Excellence noting that she was “one of the first to champion the
need for middle school education.”
In spite of her time in Charlotte, Miss Riddle never forgot her love for her hometown. On
Wednesday nights, she could be found serving at God’s Kitchen. Miss Riddle even
began a Good Samaritan program at her home town church, Bethel Presbyterian. In
addition, she also organized a committee to “cater to seniors” with special events,
outings and other activities.
It was in her hometown of Clover, though, where many remember her as a vibrant and
hard working superintendent giving and expecting the best in return. When Clover
School District needed a superintendent, Betty Riddle answered the call serving her
beloved community from 1999 until 2003. During her tenure, Miss Riddle oversaw the
opening of Crowders Creek Elementary School and the Applied Technology Center. The
Clover Schools Alumni Association is proud to highlight Betty Riddle.
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Clover Schools Alumni
Scholarship Fund
Please consider sending your donation
today . . .
Your donation to the Clover Schools Alumni Scholarship Fund can help
make the dreams of Clover High School graduates come true.
Donations to the scholarship fund may be made in memory of
classmates, teachers, friends and family members, in recognition of a
special person or occasion, in commemoration of class reunions, and
more by using the attached form.
The Clover Schools Alumni
Association is a 501(c)(3) eligible (charitable) organization.

Clover Schools Alumni Scholarship Fund
Donation Form
Mail to: Clover Schools Alumni Scholarship Fund
604 Bethel Street
Clover, SC 29170
- Thank you for your support Donation Information:
Donor(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone:________________________________________ Class Year:_________________________________
The donation is:
_____ General Donation
_____ In Memory of (Name). _____________________________________ (Class year, if alumni) ____________
_____ In Honor of (Name) ________________________________________ (Class year, if alumni) ___________
_____. From the Class of (Year)_____________________________________________________________________
_____ Other (Please Specify)_______________________________________________________________________
Tax deductible notification should be mailed to: (All donations will be acknowledged by mail.)
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________
Vol. 9

7

